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TABLE 1 - Comparing State and Total Lane Miles Per Capita

State Hwy County & State Hwy  State State Hwy TotalHwy Persons  Persons
Agency  Muni Govt Lane Miles Population Lane Feet Lane Feet perState perTotal
State Lane Miles Lane Miles  Total as%ofTotal (2015 est) perCapita perCapita Lane Mile Lane Mile

CA 51,897 367,737 419,634 12.4% 39,144,818 7 57 754 03
FL 43,602 224,164 267,766 16.3% 20,271,272 11 70 465 76
GA 4913 216,024 265,155 18.5% 10,214,860 25 137 208 39
MO 76,313 194,520 270,833 28.2% 6,083,672 66 235 80 22
OH 49,438 209,116 258,554 19.1% 11,613,423 22 118 235 45
TX 195,755 474,808 670,653 20.2% 27,469,114 38 129 140 41
AVG 77,689 281,077 358,766 20.6% 19,132,860 28 124 314 53

SC 90,365 66,485 156,850 57.6% 4,896,146 97 169 54 31




TABLE 1 - Comparing State and Total Lane Miles Per Capita

State Hwy County & State Hwy  State State Hwy TotalHwy Persons  Persons
Agency  Muni Govt Lane Miles Population Lane Feet Lane Feet perState perTotal
State Lane Miles Lane Miles  Total as%of Total (2015 est) perCapita perCapita Lane Mile Lane Mile

CA 51,897 367,737 419,634 12.4% 39,144,818 7 57 754 03
FL 43,602 224,164 267,766 16.3% 20,271,272 11 70 465 76
GA 49,131 216,024 265,155 18.5% 10,214,860 25 137 208 39
MO 76,313 194,520 270,833 28.2% 6,083,672 66 235 80 22
OH 49,438 209,116 258,554 19.1% 11,613,423 22 118 235 45
TX 195,755 474,808 670,653 20.2% 27,469,114 38 129 140 41
AVG 77,689 281,077 358,766 20.6% 19,132,860 28 124 314 53
SC 90,365 66,485 156,850 57.6% 4,896,146 97 169 54 31

South Carolina DOT administers one lane mile for every 54 people in the State.

Missouri DOT administers one lane mile for every 80 people.
Texas DOT administers one lane mile for every 140 people.
Georgia DOT administers one lane mile for every 208 people.
Ohio DOT administers one lane mile for every 235 people.
Florida DOT administers one lane mile for every 465 people.
California DOT administers one lane mile for every 754 people.




TABLE 2 - Comparing State and Total Lane Miles Per Unit of Land Area

State Hwy County & State Hwy StateHwy TotalHwy  Acres Acres
Agency  Muni Govt Lane Miles  Area  Lane Miles Lane Miles perState perTotal

State Lane Miles Lane Miles  Total as % of Total (Sq. Miles) per Sq. Mile per Sq. Mile Lane Mile Lane Mile
CA 51,897 367,737 419,634 12.4% 163,696 0.32 2.56 2,019 250
FL 43,602 224,164 267,766 16.3% 65,755 0.66 4.07 965 157
GA 49,131 216,024 265,155 18.5% 59,425 0.83 4.46 774 143
MO 76,313 194,520 270,833 28.2% 68,709 1.11 3.94 576 162
OH 49,438 209,116 258,554 19.1% 44,825 1.10 5.77 580 111
TX 195,755 474,898 670,653 29.2% 268,581 0.73 2.50 878 256
AVG 77,689 281,077 358,766 20.6% 111,832 0.79 3.88 965 180

SC 90,365 66,485 156,850 57.6% 32,020 2.82 4.90 227 131




TABLE 2 - Comparing State and Total Lane Miles Per Unit of Land Area

State Hwy County & State Hwy State Hwy TotalHwy  Acres Acres
Agency  Muni Govt Lane Miles  Area  Lane Miles Lane Miles perState perTotal

State Lane Miles Lane Miles  Total as % of Total (Sq. Miles) per Sq. Mile per Sq. Mile Lane Mile Lane Mile
CA 51,897 367,737 419,634 12.4% 163,696 0.32 2.56 2,019 250
FL 43,602 224,164 267,766 16.3% 65,755 0.66 4.07 965 157
GA 49,131 216,024 265,155 18.5% 59,425 0.83 4.46 774 143
MO 76,313 194,520 270,833 28.2% 68,709 1.11 3.94 576 162
OH 49,438 209,116 258,554 19.1% 44,825 1.10 5.77 580 111
TX 195,755 474,898 670,653 29.2% 268,581 0.73 2.50 878 256
AVG 77,689 281,077 358,766 20.6% 111,832 0.79 3.88 965 180
SC 90,365 66,485 156,850 57.6% 32,020 2.82 4.90 227 131

SCDOT administers one lane mile for every 227 acres in the State.
Missouri DOT administers one lane mile for every 576 acres.
Ohio DOT administers one lane mile for every 580 acres.
Georgia DOT administers one lane mile for every 774 acres.
Texas DOT administers one lane mile for every 878 acres.
Florida DOT administers one lane mile for every 965 acres.
California administers one lane mile for every 2,019 acres.




Table 3 SC Gas Tax, Cents/Gallon (1961-1016)
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TABLE 4 — A Comparison of Fuel Taxes in 7 States

Other State
Federal State + Average Total

State Excise Tax Excise Tax Local Taxes®™ Fuel Tax
CA $0.184 $0.395 $0.4500 $1.0290
FL $0.184 $0.173 $0.1928 $0.5498
GA $0.184 $0.260 $0.0502 $0.4942
MO $0.184 $0.170 $0.0030 $0.3570
OH $0.184 $0.280 $0.0000  $0.4640
X $0.184 $0.200 $0.0000 $0.3840
AVG $0.184 $0.246 $0.1160 $0.5463
SC $0.184 $0.160 $0.0075 $0.3515




TABLE 5 — Comparing Gas Price and Fuel Taxes: Then and Now

Average Price/Gallon (Regular Gas)

Federal Gas Tax

SC State Gas Tax

Total Federal + SC State Gas Tax
Total Fed + SC Tax as % of Price

1961* 1987% 2016 (May)
$2.15 $2.23 $2.05
$0.32 $0.19 $0.184
$0.48 $0.35 $0.168
$0.80 $0.54 $0.3515
37.2% 24.3% 17.1%




TABLE 5 — Comparing Gas Price and Fuel Taxes: Then and Now

2016 (May)

Average Price/Gallon (Regular Gas) $2.15 $2.23 $2.05
Federal Gas Tax $0.32 $0.19 $0.184
SC State Gas Tax $0.48 $0.35 $0.168
Total Federal + SC State Gas Tax $0.80 $0.54 $0.3515
Total Fed + SC Tax as % of Price 37.2% 24.3% 17.1%

1. The current price of gas is lower than it was in 1961 and 1987. This is due to

today’s lower fuel taxes relative to 1961 and 1987.

2. The SC gas tax in 1961 was 50% higher than the federal gas tax. In 1987, the last
time the SC gas tax was raised, it was 87% higher than the federal tax. Currently,
the SC gas tax is 9% lower than the federal gas tax.

3. Combined, the current U.S. and S.C. taxes of 35.15 cents/gallon is 17.1% of the
price of a current gallon of gas. This rate is less than half the rate in 1961!




TABLE 6 — Making connections: fuel efficiency and fuel tax per mile driven.

1987*

2016 (April)

Fuel Efficiency (Avg. MPG of ALL vehicles) 15.1
Gas Cost per Mile Driven $0.148

Federal Gas Tax per Mile Driven $0.013
SC State Gas Tax per Mile Driven $0.023
Combined Fed + SC Tax per Mile Driven $0.036

17.5
$0.117
$0.011
$0.010
$0.020



TABLE 6 — Making connections: fuel efficiency and fuel tax per mile driven.

1961* 1987* 2016 (April)
Fuel Efficiency (Avg. MPG of ALL vehicles) 12.4 15.1 17.5
Gas Cost per Mile Driven $0.173 $0.148 $0.117
Federal Gas Tax per Mile Driven $0.026 $0.013 $0.011
SC State Gas Tax per Mile Driven $0.039 $0.023 $0.010
Combined Fed + SC Tax per Mile Driven $0.065 $0.036 $0.020

4. The fuel efficiency of ALL motor vehicles in 2016 is 41% greater than it was in
1961. This fact, when combined with the effective reduction in gas taxes as a
percentage of price means that in 1961, the U.S. and S.C. governments were
charging a combined 6.5 cents of fuel tax per mile driven in 1961 compared with
2 cents per mile driven in 2016.

5. To achieve in 2016, the equivalent of 1961’s fuel tax per mile driven would
require increasing the combined U.S./S.C. gas tax 325% from 35.15 cents per
gallon to at least $1.14 per gallon. This would be more than is currently charged
in California, which has the highest gas taxes in the U.S.

6. Increased proportionately, the U.S. gas tax would have to increase from its
current 18.4 cents per gallon to 59.8 cents per gallon. The S.C. gas tax would
have to increase from 16.75 cents per gallon to 54.4 cents per gallon.

7. With the higher taxes, the current (May, 2016) price of $2.05/gallon would
increase to $2.84/gallon.
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An Act to Establish a Company for the Inland
Navigation from Santee to Cooper River.

Passed the SC Legislature March 22, 1786
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ITHIS CANAL, TWENTY TWO MILES N LENGTH,
'CONNECTS THE SANTEE AND CODPER RIVERS.
'CHARTERED IN 1786, CONSTRUCTION WAS
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Best Friend of Charleston (1830)

FIRST PASSENGER TRAIN IN AMERICA TO BE DEAWN BY A LOCOMOTIVE IN ACTUAL SERVICE, S0UTH CAROLINA RAILRDA I,









Federal Aid Road Act (July 11, 1916)
Prowded Flrst federal highway funding Ieglslatlon
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First center line on a state highway
painted between Marquette and
Ishpeming, Michigan (1917)




The South Carolina Highway Department

was established in 1977 In1977 it was

renamed the Department of High
and Public Transportation. gt
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Pump up gas tax for

tate roads and bridges continue to
deteriorate, yet the debate contin-

ues on how to fund overdue work 8

and what reforms should be un-
dertaken in the process. Sooner or later:
legislators have to advance a repair and
maintenance program — at the least.
Otherwise, they will get what they de-
serve from the voters, most of whom dl’é}’e
motor vehicles and know just how badly

smnhrovements are needed. ey
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Transportation, education are essential to S.C. prosperit:
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“l agree with the SC Chamber of Commerce and other
leaders in the state who have called for an increased

gas tax, indexed with inflation, to repair and expand
our broken road system.”

~Glenn McConnell



Clinton urges $2758
infrastructure plan

ORLANDO, FLA. — Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
Hillary Clinton said Wednes-
day that Republican rivals Ted
Cruz and Marco Rubio would
“slash” spending on projects

to fix aging

" roads and |:

§ bridges, urg-
%1 ing Congress
I} to passa plan
i to rebuild
the nation’s
transporta-

| L tion system.
- Appealing
Clinton to a bellweth-
er region 1n
one of the nation’s top swing
states, Clinton promoted her
plan to spend $275 billion tofix

ef

the nation’s crumbling bridges, | <

highways and airports, saying |
it would create tens of thou-
sands of “good-paying” jobs in
Florida and across the country.

“Clinton promoted her plan to

' spend $275 billion to fix the
? nation’s crumbling bridges,



December 4, 2015

“$305 billion bill
laden with enough
industry favors...to
gain support.

| BY JOAN LOWY
| Associated Press

|  WASHINGTON — After years of sty-
' mied efforts to address the nation’s ag-
ing and congested highways and transit
systems, Congress found the sweet spot
for passage on Thursday — a 5-year,
$305 billion bill laden with enough in-
dustry favors, parochial projects, safety
improvements and union demands to
gain overwhelming support.

...the 1,300-page
bill was hailed by

. H The bill was ved 359t065in th
IndUStry and pUbIIC F ou:e, anvji183af)(§);2 if\ the Stconatcf.l'It”h:z
OfﬁCiaIS as a majOr bill now goes to the White House for

resident Barack Obama’s signature.
accomplishment I/ The bill boosts highway and transit

pending and assures states that fed

ral help will be available for major
rojects. It doesn’t include as much
oney or last quite as long as many
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I'he Post and coul

| Congress passes |
‘transportation bill

the Obama adlzlllli
ce r doe

tration would have }lktd'rl:igortat'

resolve how to pay for trans

srograms in the long term- L
: I)f?SpltC that, the 1,300-page bill

- offic
hailed by industry and bubg‘;t(wlll
asamajor accomplishment th:

the cycle of last-minute short}-:t:!ri:'{
that have kept the federal Highwe g
Fund teeteringon the edgeofinso
for much of the past eight yeart..1 #
Republicans leadlers can };(&1 .
bill’s passage as evidence ot ; ]
ity to govern, and Obamahg:ln ’
progress on addressmgﬂt tg m&t
aging and congested 1111FL1'sdr B
major goal since the early day
administration. Lawmakers 1n
parties praised the bill as a mo
bipartisan cooperation andan i

tant step forward.

lawmakers and



;;SOLINE PRICE INCLUDES

VA
53.65¢ Per Gallon Tax L et
35.25¢ NC Tax"* -y 3
18.4¢ Federal Tax 2

35.2¢

Brought to you by AL GA

j‘ "m *State Tax Rates change 39.3¢ 49.9¢
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North Carolina Petroleum :
& Convenience Marketers Based on July 1, 2011

" Fueling North Carolina’s Future
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35.25¢ NC Tax*
18.4¢ Federal Tax
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j] "m *State Tax Rates change
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Fueling North Carolina’s Future

“We will tax and tax, and spend and
spend, and elect and elect.”

~Harry Hopkins






Truth in Labeling?

South Carolina Cepairtmeintor 1 anspoirtation

South Carolina Highway Department

South Carolina Transpertation-Infrastructure Bank

South Carolina Highway Bank
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The success of the State Ports
Awthority’s Inland Port has a
group in the Upstate thinking
about using the Charleston-to-

(r'rc_cr rail route for Ppassenger

Service.

The South Carolina Pas-
senger Rail Consortium is
floating the idea of having
twice-daily passenger service cost would be prohibitive. The
between the two cities, accord- all-freight line would have
ing to a report last week in The to be upgraded to passenger

Greenvillc_e_News. rail quality, new tracks would
“We believe we can fill the have to be installed, and pas-
coaches with vacationers and senger platforms and other in-
business travelers,” Frank frastructure would have to be
Ezell, founder of the consor- built. Norfolk Southern, which
tium, told the newspaper. owns the track, has no plans to
The proposed route would spend money on passenger ser-
include stops in Greer, Spar- vice, and there is no money in
tanburg, Union/Pacolet, Co- thestate budget for suchaplan.
lumbia, Orangeburg, Sum- = There also are questions
mervilleand North Charleston. about the demand for such a
Amtrak. the federal passenger service, which would require
rail service, has trainsthat pass  the cooperation of Amtrakand
through South Carolina’s major tlz‘e feder.al government.
cities, but none of those trains It’s going to take money —a

Grapevine

the Upstate,
So far, the consortiu

has b.een met with lukewarm
reaction.

That’s largely because the

“The rout

connect the Lowcountry with |

m’s plan

Flying into the future

Passenger volume at Charles-
ton International has soared
10 years into the future.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration projects the num-
ber of passengers for airports
for several yearsahead based on
past performance. In Charles-
ton’s casesthe FAA has said the
airport would reach 1.6 million
departing passengers in 2025.

“We are going to hit thatnum-

“ | berthisyeal, said Sean Tracey,
FILE/AP  qirector of planning and de-
velopment for the Charleston
County Aviation Authority,
«“We are ahead about 10 years”
What that means 18 that the

e

L = S .

A vintage Norfolk Southern passenger train arrives at the
State Ports Authority’s Inland Port near Greer in early 2014
as part of a special event.

third wing to
second parking
ticket counters.

acity, :
E?c?nal garking and more ticket

The Post and Cou rier

. * in
Inland Port spurs talk of Upstate-Charleston passenger tra

to add more gates, 2
deck and more

« slowly filling up our
e 45 E:ampbell said. Addi-

counters will be first up, taken
up next year, he said. The new
wing is about three years out,
he added.

Last year, the airport saw a
record 3.1 million passengers
arriving and departing. Tha
number is expected to rise thi:
year as the Charleston regior
continues to grow, especiall:

with the expansion of Boein

and the announcements b

Daimler and-Volvo Cars t

lot of money, as a matter of fact.
Butit’s something that needs to
be done,” Ezell told the news-
paper.

While passenger rail might
be a pipe dream, the route be-
tween Charleston and the SPA’s
Inland Port has been an over-

airport may have to move up gach build $500 million aut
plans for the next round of manufacturingplants in th
port, which moves freight such construction. The current $189 Lowcountry. Charleston
as Greer-made BMW cars on million expansion of the main thnvgng tourism industry

trains running between the terminalisexpected tobecom- drawing moreair travelers

whelming success, according
to the maritime agency. The

Upstate and the Holy City, is ~ pleted early next year. Airports - well
01? track to move 100,000 cargo ~ director Paul Campbell hasal-
containers this fiscal year. ready mentioned the need fora Please s_eemmmli, Page D

*

e between Charleston and the SPA Inland Port has

been an overwhelming success...The port, which moves
freight such as Greer-made BMW cars on trains running

between the Upstate and the Holy City, is on track to move
100,000 cargo containers this fiscal year.”
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